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ABSTRACT

Vocabulary is an important component in learning English. Before learning the
four skills in English, namely reading, writing, speaking and listening, students must
understand vocabulary first. Based on the results of interviews with MI teacher
Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya, it was explained that class 11l MI students had
difficulty pronouncing, understanding and remembering English vocabulary. Therefore,
English teachers use various strategies in learning to make it easier for students to learn.
The purpose of this research is to find out the strategies used by English teachers at Ml
Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya in teaching vocabulary.The method used in this
research is a qualitative method. The subjects of this research were English teachers at
MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya. Data collection for this research was carried
out using interview observation techniques and documentation. The data analysis
techniques researchers use are data reduction, data display, data conclusion (data
verification). The results of the research show that there are three strategies used by
English teachers at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya in teaching vocabulary in
English learning. The three strategies are singing, playing games and drilling.
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INTRODUCTION

English is an international language used in many countries (Syaputri, 2023).
English is one of the language areas that Indonesia needs in the current era of
globalization (Utami et al., 2022). Vocabulary mastery is one of the basic components
for mastering English as a foreign language at elementary level, intermediate and

advanced. In study four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing),
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vocabulary one basic components which must be mastered. This is natural, considering
that four language skills requires knowledge without vocabulary. More and more
students master the vocabulary then it will be more good mastery by having a good
vocabulary limited, students will discover difficulty in mastering reading skills and
others. Vocabulary is an important factor in learning English. In the process of general
understanding, a person not only needs to know the meaning of a particular word, but
all aspects of the word also need to be understood. According to Dakhi & Fitria (2019),
vocabulary plays an important role in the use of a language. There are seven levels of
word understanding: knowledge of word frequency in the language, knowledge of word
register, collocation knowledge, morphological knowledge, semantic knowledge,
polysemy knowledge, and knowledge of word equivalents in the mother tongue. When
learning a new word, some language learners find it difficult to choose a word and when
they intend to express a meaning, they may also find it difficult to choose the right

word.

An English teacher usually teaches using the same teaching method in a
classroom. But the learning achievements of each student are different from one
another. There are those who are successful in the process of acquiring English, while
there are also those who experience obstacles. One of the reasons causing this difference
lies in learning strategies. There are learning strategies that are useful for someone but
are not successful for others and vice versa. According to Wenden and Rubin (1987),
students have different levels of learning expertise in the language learning process.
This means that language learners need to master several learning techniques to make
their second or foreign language learning more effective. Learning English for students
is very important to increase their knowledge in the field of language, to teach English
at M1 it is necessary to consider material that is suitable to be taught to students. English
vocabulary is suitable for Ml students to learn, by studying English vocabulary this can

help enrich students' language.

MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya is one of the madrasah that teaches

English since class 11 MI. Based on the results of interviews, students in class Ill had
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difficulty pronouncing and remembering English vocabulary. Because English is not
their everyday language. In fact, vocabulary is the initial capital for students to learn
English before they learn reading, speaking and listening skills in learning English.
Therefore, in teaching English teachers need to use various strategies to make class I11
MI students able to pronounce and remember English vocabulary. There are three
strategies used by English teachers at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya in
teaching English vocabulary. Based on this background, the aim of this research is to
find out the strategies used by English teachers at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka
Raya in teaching vocabulary.

METHOD
The method used in this research is a qualitative method. The subjects of this

research were English teachers at Ml Nurul Huda Kapuas. Data collection for this
research was carried out using interview observation techniques and documentation.
The data analysis techniques researchers use are data reduction, data display, data

conclusion (data verification).

FINDINGS
The results of the research show that there are three strategies used by

English teachers at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya in teaching vocabulary in
English learning. The three strategies are singing, playing games and drilling. These
three strategies are used to make it easier for students to learn English at MI. Based on
the results of interviews with English teachers at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Paangka
Raya, of the three strategies that are most often used are singing, then playing games

and then memorizing.

Singing is a fun activity for children. Students can easily remember English
vocabulary by singing. According to the English teacher at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin
Palangka Raya, this singing activity and experience makes an impression on students,
apart from that singing is also a tool for children to express their thoughts and feelings.
Singing is a vocal activity for children that provides many positive benefits. Singing can

train children to increase vocabulary and brain memory, build children's self-confidence
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and reduce hormones related to stress, making the mind fresher, so that children are
happier in taking lessons and will get good learning achievements or results. Singing
activities are carried out by teachers in teaching English vocabulary. Usually the teacher
will change the lyrics of a song into English vocabulary lyrics. According to him, this
aims to make it easier to convey the material to students, and students can easily capture
or understand the material provided by the teacher. This fact is in accordance with the
opinion of Kurnia (2017) who states that singing makes it easier for children to
understand the material being presented. Pertiwi's research (2021) explains the same
thing, that 62% of people who learn English vocabulary use this singing strategy often
because it makes it easier for students to understand the lesson.

According to the author, singing is the right choice in teaching elementary
school or MI students to know, understand and remember English vocabulary.
Remembering that English vocabulary is not included in the language used in everyday
environments. So students are certainly not used to it. Apart from singing, playing is a
very prominent hobby for children, so the teaching method of singing and playing is
very supportive in the teaching and learning process. By applying the singing and
playing method to MI students for learning English, it will produce results and
information on how quickly the partners understand English using the singing and

playing method.

The English teacher at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin also uses game playing strategies
to teach English vocabulary. According to him, students look more enthusiastic and
enthusiastic in learning English vocabulary when using game playing strategies. By
playing games in one meeting, students can remember 6-10 words, compared to when
students only learn by listening. Nurhadi (2012) explains that to introduce or teach
English vocabulary to children, innovative and varied learning methods and media must
be designed, so that children are interested in learning English vocabulary. Apart from
that, according to Wiyani and Barnawi (2012), it is also important to note that at this
early age, one of the characteristics inherent in children is that they prefer to play, so

that this period is often interpreted as a play period. Furthermore, Rahmawati (2012)
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explained that when using learning methods and media to develop children's English
vocabulary, it is also important to combine it with games. This is because playing

activities for children are fun activities.

Games are often considered entertainment by many people. However, apart from
entertainment, games can also be used for learning or are often called educational
games. Educational games also aim at a learning process for someone to master an
ability, skill and knowledge. According to Rahmandan Tresnawati (2016), educational
games are games that help children learn or master something. Krisnawan (2015) in his
research also revealed that regarding English educational games for early childhood,
they both found that English educational games could help children improve their
English language skills. This is in line with Lindawati's research which states that
playing games can make it easier for children to remember English vocabulary.
Mulyanti (2023) said that the learning process using game media can improve
elementary school students' mastery of English vocabulary effectively. By using games,
it can also make it easier for teachers to deliver learning material and for students it can
improve students' vocabulary mastery and make learning fun, and children are
motivated to actively participate in learning activities so that there is positive interaction
between teachers and students, students with students and students with media. Hakiki
(2023) explains that using games in learning English really helps children remember
some of the vocabulary they have acquired. According to researchers, using games in
learning English vocabulary is the right choice. because geme can increase students'
motivation and enthusiasm for learning so that students can easily understand and
memorize English vocabulary. However, teachers need to choose what games can be

used in the learning process.

Another strategy used by English teachers in teaching vocabulary is drilling.
According to Fitria (2017) Drilling means listening to a model, provided by the teacher,
or tapes or other students, and repeating what is heard. This is a repetition exercise, a
technique still used by many teachers when introducing new language items to their

students. Drilling is a lingual technique for introducing new language items to your
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students based on the students repeating a model given by the teacher. It is used after
teaching new vocabulary, grammar points and sentence structures. Practice is usually
done in chorus (the whole class repeats) and then individually. This technique is used
to: focus on accuracy rather than fluency, improve the student's pronunciation, provide
practice on difficult sounds and imitate intonation, practice chunks of language in a safe
environment for the student and memorization of common language patterns. English
teachers at MI Hidayatul Muhajirin Palangka Raya use the drilling method for
vocabulary that is considered difficult to pronounce. The teacher prepares a video or
recording of pronouncing English vocabulary from native speakers. Then repeat
together. Once it is felt that the students' pronunciation is starting to get better, the
students are asked to repeat it independently. It is hoped that the application of the
drilling approach will make learning foreign languages easier for children. The use of
this method is a solution to the gap between expectations and reality (Suryanirmala et
al., 2018). According to Ningsih (2019) the drilling method can make learning English

more fun.

Practicing the pronunciation of English vocabulary directly using the
drilling method will certainly make things easier for students. As stated by Syaputri
(2023) in her research, children will quickly understand vocabulary by practicing it
directly. According to the English teacher at MI Hidayatul Mubhajirin, the drilling

method is quite helpful for students in learning English vocabulary in class.
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