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ABSTRACT

This study addresses a research gap concerning the limited empirical
evidence on learners’ understanding and use of transitive and
intransitive verbs in Arabic as a foreign language, particularly within
the Malaysian higher education context. The study aims to examine
students’ levels of comprehension and usage patterns of these verb
types, as well as to identify related morphological difficulties. Adopting
a quantitative descriptive approach, data were collected through a
questionnaire administered to 91 undergraduate students enrolled in
the LG 242 course at Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Malaysia.
The data were statistically analyzed using SPSS, focusing on mean
scores and standard deviations to determine students’ levels of
understanding and usage. The findings indicate that students
demonstrate a generally high level of understanding of transitive and
intransitive verbs, with mean scores ranging from 3.60 to 4.14.
However, persistent difficulties were identified in accurately
distinguishing between the two verb types, largely due to insufficient
mastery of Arabic morphological systems. The novelty of this study
lies in its integration of morphological understanding with the
functional use of verbs in daily communication, an aspect that has
received limited attention in previous research. The findings contribute
to the literature on Arabic language pedagogy and offer practical
implications for enhancing instructional and assessment strategies in
teaching Arabic morphology at the tertiary level.
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